
HONDA GP DESIGN

Sometimes things are just too compelling to be explained by coincidence.....or are they? Wait, Mulder - there’s probably a perfectly logical explanation. But is it sometimes too bizarre to be believed? 

Last month I was reading a Japanese bike magazine which contained a (highly speculative and unsubstantiated) report about Honda conducting secret tests on a chassis for a GP bike made from straight steel tubes welded together. Fair enough; I have always maintained that it’s the best way to make racing bike chassis, and have written technical features about it in FB. The LionHeart chassis, which was made from straight steel tubes, appeared in magazines around the world .........but do Honda engineers read them? Scully! Listen to me!  The truth is out there. 

They always used to say that the Japanese were a nation of copiers, but I thought they had grown out of that by now. And surely, the mighty Honda R&D division, if indeed they wanted to copy anyone at all, could find someone other than the coot-bald Wild Man of Leicestershire, busily making his prototypes in a secret cave carved into the rain-lashed side of  Altar Stones Hill?

It's amazing to think - but perhaps the clinically-clean, computer-dominated  department where they design GP bikes at Honda in a concrete suburb of the Tokyo metropolis  might, just might, be taking its ideas via the pages of FB from the windswept edge of  the dark forest.

It has been well documented in these pages that building the LionHeart so bankrupted me that I had to - gasp - get a j- j- (I can hardly bring myself to write this) j-job to work my way out of debt. There were no Mulder & Scully in the department in which I worked in Japan. But looking back, there was something more than a little weird about it. From the first day I was there, I never met my boss, just a series of his shifty sidekicks - one of  whom I caught ferreting about in files on my PC early one morning. 

“Who are you?”

“The new number 2.”

“Who is number 1?”

“You are number 6.”

“I am not a number. I am a free man. What do you want ?”

“Information. We want information.......” etc etc, and I have spent far too much time since then looking over my shoulder for big white balloons.

Fearing that I  might have been brainwashed during my time in that strange place of  faces with numbers but no names, from which there seemed little chance of escape, I went back to some basic facts:

When did Honda start designing their twin-crank 250 engine to replace the double-throw single crank one in their GP bikes? Well, it was just about the time that the first drawings of the LionHeart  (with its twin cranks) were printed in FB. Ironic, really, when you consider how  dog-slow the 98 works Honda engines were, but I did warn them - I wrote that LionHeart would have been a double-throw crank if I could have afforded it, but it was much easier (ie cheaper) to make two single cranks rather than one double. 

Incidentally, the bore x stroke of the LionHeart were printed in one of the first features as 68 x 68mm. Dimensions of the  Honda NSR500V, which was being designed at the same time in conditions of absolute secrecy, were later revealed to be also 68 x 68mm - unlike the V-Due,  which is 72 x 61, for “better breathing”. Yeah, right. 

The more I looked into this, the more the deja-vus were hitting me. I am  the longest-serving FB scribbler (for my sins), and anoraks out there who keep every issue of  the comic  going back to the year dot will be able to find a photo of me  racing my highly modified, fuel-injected Honda RS125 long before Shinichi Ito was first seen testing the fuel-injected works HRC bike (and before the V-Due was ever thought of). Indeed, I think that I was the first person to race a two-stroke bike with electronic fuel injection ever, and while I admit that it needed a bit of sorting, it was certainly a lot better than the V-Due and could have been better still had I not been limited to spending about  0,1% of the time & money that factories have to sling around.

The other top secret HRC works trick of this time was water injection into the exhaust pipe. This, I admit,  wasn’t on my RS125 - but only because I had abandoned it ten years before after a few races with it fitted to the Villiers 210 engine on my kart. I found that this type of injection (designed to increase the width of the power band) worked well on the dyno, where I used water piped from a cistern in the lavatory next door, but on the track I had to carry such a big water tank to make it work that the gains were not worth the weight penalty. HRC also abandoned this system after a couple of races, for pretty much the same reason.........but where did they get the original idea? Could it be that we are entering, not so much the twilight zone, but.........the toilet zone? 

More recently,  the abandonment of single-sided swingarms on racers was first advocated, not in hushed tones round the the Hamamatsu test track, but in the pages of  FB. Whatever next? Will I pull a luminous ping-pong ball with HRC written on it out of my nose, like Arnold Schwarzenegger did in Total Recall?

Of course, most of the above was very tongue-in-cheek, as well as ball-up-nose, as my most frequent hobby-horse is that there are no new ideas in bike design, just old ones that get recycled (pun intended). But, who knows? Remember: the truth is NOT out there........it’s in here.
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